
CLIENT: GOLDSMITHS UNIVERSITY
PROJECT TIME FRAME: 12 MONTHS
PROJECT VALUE: £1.6 MILLION

Goldsmiths were looking for an AV company to undertake the 
supply, installation and commissioning of audio & visual systems 
into 91 rooms across the University campus.  

There was a standardisation of 6 area types including large 
performance spaces, teaching spaces, seminar rooms, meeting 
rooms and mobile solutions.  The project was originally to 
be undertaken over 30 months on a room by room basis to 
minimise disruption to teaching and learning.  

PROJECT BRIEF

Upon award and commencement of the project a phased 
roll out plan was formulated.  Initial work began in February 
2016.  One of the main aims of this roll out was to future proof 
Goldsmith’s solution and ensure they were offering the best 
learning environment for their students. A key choice was the 
Sony laser projection solution adopted campus wide within 
their standard teaching rooms and large performance spaces.  
47 rooms were equipped with the Sony FHZ-55/57 which are 
a high brightness, 4,100 lumens WUXGA laser light source 
projector. 

PROJECT BENEFITS 

David Swayne, Chief Information 
Officer at Goldsmiths said:
“CDEC is the best AV company that I 
have worked with – the success of our 
project is largely due to the excellent and 
flexible attitude of the CDEC team and the 
quality of their work. We were asked to 
accelerate work that we had planned over 
3 years to be completed in 12 months, 
which CDEC has achieved by creating 
an off-site assembly line and minimising 
the work that has to be done on-site, 
meaning that each teaching room is out 
of use for an absolutely minimum period 
(often just 1 day).”

GOLDSMITHS, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
UPGRADE THEIR LECTURE THEATRES 
Goldsmiths, University of London is a public research 
university specialising in the arts, design, humanities and 
social sciences with 8,000 students. The University’s teaching 
quality has consistently won the highest ratings. In 2014 the 
Research Excellence Framework rated the university in the 
UK’s top 25 Universities for the quality of their research.

Spiros Andreou, Services and 
Delivery Manager at Goldsmiths said: 
“I am very happy, from my perspective, 
we have 50% less calls into the helpdesk 
than we had the year before so there is a 
big impact in terms of people not having 
problems.  We have had a lot of positive 
comments from the senior management 
team who have seen the CDEC guys 
walking around and said some really nice 
things, they have done a fantastic job.”
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To meet the high-end needs of their performance spaces 
the Sony FHZ-700 was selected which combined the latest 
laser technology as well as offering a 7000 lumen WUXGA 
specification.  Goldsmiths chose these units as they are 
virtually maintenance free and offer a low running cost.  In 
addition, CDEC offered a 5 year hardware and installation 
warranty giving total peace of mind to the University.   

CDEC built a strong relationship with the University and 
understood the critical factor for the success of this project 
was minimising the impact and amount of time the rooms 
were out of action during the physical onsite installations.  In 
view of this CDEC worked closely with the rack build team to 
effectively enable us to ‘wheel in’ a completed room of kit: to 
this aim CDEC effectively built, configured and programmed 
the majority of equipment offsite.  This meant the various 
spaces could be installed in minimal time allowing the room to 
be free for student bookings.   

Because of the success of the programed off-offsite build 
process, what was to be a 30-month roll out was able to be 
condensed into a 9-month project. This allowed more rooms 
to be upgraded in year 1 and the completion of the enhanced 
learning environments to be implemented sooner.

PROJECT DETAILS 

Video wall comprising 9 x NEC 55” Multisync X554UNV Screens with High 
end Videowall Bracket PD02VW MFS 46 55 L.

Lecture theatre fit out featuring Sony VPL-FHZ700 Projector, Extron 
switcher/scaler, TopTec Lectern, highly customised with 22” TFT, 
subwoofer, Speakers and Amps, Shure boundary mic with preamp, 
and Elmo visualiser.

Mobile Trolley Solution with Top Tec Media Mast Trolley, 55” LG 
LED Screen, Extron TLP Pro 720 7” Touch Panel, Yamaha BDA1040 
RS232 Blu Ray player, Extron IN1608 IPCP SA switcher scaler and 
Extron USB SW4 switcher. 

One of 66 lecture theatre fit out incorporating: Sony VPL-FHZ55/57 projector, TopTec Expert Mono Plus Plus Lectern, Extron TLP Pro 720 7” Touch Panel, 
Extron IN1608 IPCP SA switcher scaler, AVer PL50 Visualiser, JBL Control W23 Speakers, Sonnet xMacMini server, Shure MX391W/O boundary mic with 
preamp and Unicol mounting solutions.


